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July 17, 2025

Chair Takis Karantonis
Arlington County Board

2100 Clarendon Blvd, Suite 300
Arlington, VA 22201

Dear Chair Karantonis,

The Arlington Chamber of Commerce requests that the County Board adopt the proposed
Ordinance to amend, reenact, and recodify Section 13 of the Arlington County Zoning
Ordinance concerning signage.

Revisions to the Zoning Ordinance to permit more flexible signage rules are a crucial issue for
Arlington businesses, and this ordinance would have a positive impact on many establishments.
We applaud the County for implementing a range of policy options to attract tenants to
commercial office space and for proposing these revisions. By permitting greater flexibility for
commercial signage above 40 feet, allowances for signs on landscape planters, increased
allowances for commercial messages on signs, and flexibility for temporary construction
signage, Arlington businesses can gain flexibility and permission to market themselves more
effectively and enhance their visibility to customers.

Looking beyond these impactful amendments, the Chamber anticipates the second phase of
sign ordinance revisions this fall, which, we understand, will consider additional important
amendments to sign regulations. We appreciate the County’s commitment to considering
greater flexibility in sidewalk signage, as well as opportunities to consider greater flexibility for
retail signage aimed at ground-level pedestrians, in the second phase. Such revisions will
provide businesses with greater flexibility and better reflect Arlington’s status as a vibrant mixed-
used community with urban centers.

The Chamber further applauds County Staff’s efforts to complement these revisions with
process improvements to ensure that applicants receive clear, sufficient information while
applying for sign permits. Information, both in the form of written resources freely available on a
website, and in the form of trained specialists available in person at the Permit Arlington office,
will enhance the accessibility and predictability for applicants doing business with the County.

Business signage, where appropriately provided, can serve as a positive facet of the County’s
urban fabric. County businesses rely heavily on signage for their visibility, prominence, and
viability. At a time of economic uncertainty and a challenging surplus in commercial space, it is
crucial for the County to have a proactive mindset for encouraging businesses to locate,
operate, and grow in Arlington.

For these reasons, we support the adoption of this ordinance and applaud the County for
committing to further revisions to ensure the greatest possible benefit for Arlington businesses.
We look forward to further discussions with the second phase and thank you for your
consideration of our comments.

Sincerely,
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Kate Bates
President & CEO

CC: County Board Vice Chair Matt de Ferranti; County Board Members Susan Cunningham,
Maureen Coffey, and Julius D. “JD” Spain, Sr.; Mark Schwartz, Arlington County Manager; Marc
McCauley, Director of Real Estate Development, Arlington Economic Development; Jill Hunger,
Assistant Director, Community Planning and Housing Development.



